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November/December Garden Maintenance: 

• Complete garden clean-up and decide which plants you still want to leave for winter interest. Get rid of plants 
that may have lost their appeal. 

• If you were thinking of adding spring bulbs to your garden, it is not too late. As long as the ground is not 
frozen, you can put them in. The general rule is to plant in 3's, 5's, etc. in a sideways, zigzag manor. Large 
masses of the same color bulb can be very effective. 

• Also, if you still can get your shovel into the ground, you can dig out chunks of your perennials to create 
beautiful masses of colorful perennials for the fall season. Asters, especially ‘October Skies’, and 
chrysanthemums are great choices for this. 

• Enjoy the surprises that you find in the garden. After two years, some of the plants that I had been 
nurturing finally started showing off their beauty. The anemones with the October Skies Asters are 
beginning to fill in. The azaleas that were supposed to bloom twice a year belatedly did bloom. The amsonia 
turned a gorgeous gold when the sun hit it – breathtaking! The back garden is filling in with all of the 
periwinkle groundcover I’ve been planting. I love this season!! 

 

  
 

  



 

  
 
Mark Your Calendars - Visitors are welcome to the following events. Except where noted, club meetings are 
held on the second Thursday of each month at 7:00 PM in the Social Hall of the Church of the Advent, 12 Byberry 
Road, Hatboro, PA (Use the Rorer Avenue entrance, parking behind Hatboro Federal Savings Bank.) 
November 11: Bring a Friend Night to hear “Shaker Gardens, Shaker Herbs,” presented by Peggy Rastiello.  
February 10: Morning Craft Activity 10 – 12. 
March 10: Member Show and Tell 
April 14: “Planting for Birds,” presented by Joe Patti, Master Gardener. 
May 12: “Lush Landscapes for Small Places,” presented by Mary McKnight, Master Gardener. 
 
Filoli: Garden of a Golden Age: If you love the beauty of formal gardens, I think that you will enjoy checking 
out this fabulous 20th century estate 30 miles south of San Francisco. If travel there is not a possibility now, the 
article at the site below in the Smithsonian Magazine, May 2010, p. 60 is for you. Be sure to open the Photo Gallery 
at the end of the article. http://www.smithsonianmag.com/travel/Filoli-Garden-of-a-Golden-Age.html?c=y&page=2# 
 

 
 
 

Hatboro Sign Garden 
Mae steere: Carol Brunner arranged for Jim Rall, landscaping instructor from the Eastern Center for Arts and 
Technology and two of his Landscape Contracting students, C.J. Hope and Zach Lyons, to meet our group at the 
Hatboro Sign Garden on Saturday, Oct. 9th, at 9 a.m.  Not only were they prompt - they came ready to work!!  It was 
so refreshing to have these young men, not only willing to work, but interested in the design of the garden and the 
history of our club. 
  
They removed some large plants - a daisy and Baptista that you see in front of them - that were not producing 
flowers and were in the wrong place. They transplanted several Autumn Joy sedum plants, trimmed the butterfly 
bush and other plants, helped Janet finish trimming the lavender, and generally cleaned up.  Jim moved our stone sign 



to the front of the garden for better exposure, as well as took away some of the large plants that we couldn't fit 
into leaf bags. Jim’s helpful advice on the lavender was that we should trim it now, which we did, and trim more 
aggressively in the spring.   
  
It was a very productive morning of work, thanks in big part to the students and teacher from the Vo-Tech School.  
We are most grateful for their help. 
 

  
         

  
                C.J. Hope, Jim Rall, and Zach Lyons                                         Gerry Flynn, Kathie Watkins, Mae Steere, Janet Ford 

 

    
                                                                                                        

Janet Ford: Mae, Kathie, and I cleaned and arranged the stones and Gerry Flynn came up with an artistic design, 
which leads to our stone plaque. 



 
Editor’s Note: Many thanks go to Dave Hower and Janet Ford for taking the photos and helping members Mae 
Steere, Kathie Watkins, and Gerry Flynn, as well as to the landscaping team from the Eastern Center for Arts and 
Technology. 
 
 

Fabulous Fall Foliage and Flowers 
Mae Steere: Here are a couple of bright spots in my garden, the dwarf Apricot zinnias are my favorite because they 
bloom all summer with little deadheading. The nasturtium vine covered a "dead" Chinese holly, planted along the 
house. The other 3 Chinese hollies did not die - yet. 

  
 
Margie Szymanski: The only pretty flower left in my garden is the Whirlwind Windflower. Anemone hupehensis.  

   
 
Evie Shaffer: A magnificent fall day in Ralph Stover Park. 



  
 
Bill Rein: Here’s my colorful Viburnum dentatum from my backyard and Sour Gum (Nyssa sylvatica) found in Pine 
Grove Memorial Park, Warminster, PA. 

   
 
Greg Tucker: Autumn in Michigan. 

   
 
Letty Moon: Here are a few of my most color spots in my garden at present with its dogwood above the ivy and 
perennial begonias. 




